
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 26 September 2007] 

 p5815c-5817a 
Mrs Judy Hughes; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Max Trenorden 

 [1] 

EMU DOWNS WIND FARM 

530. Mrs J. HUGHES to the Premier: 
I refer to the claim yesterday by the Liberal Party that Emu Downs Wind Farm has averaged 20 per cent of its 
total maximum generation capacity.  Can the Premier advise the house whether this claim is correct?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Kingsley for her question.  There is a question of credibility here.  Yesterday in question 
time the member for Capel made an assertion about the desalination plant and about Emu Downs Wind Farm.  
He also asserted that I was misleading the people of Western Australia.  That is right, is it not, member for 
Capel?  The member for Capel told the Parliament that the Emu Downs Wind Farm was only producing at 
20 per cent of capacity.  That is right, is it not, member for Capel? 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  That is the information I was given. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is what he said.  In accusing me of being misleading, that is what he said.  When 
I rose to my feet, I said I am not - unlike members of the opposition - in the habit of misleading the people of 
Western Australia.  Guess what, member for Capel?  I have a feeling that he knows what is coming.  I have a 
feeling that the Leader of the Opposition knows what is coming as well.  The Leader of the Opposition walked 
out of the Parliament and went outside and repeated what the member for Capel had said.  The Leader of the 
Opposition has been given the opportunity to correct the record and he has not done it.  Here we go.  Yesterday 
the member for Capel - the very well-informed member for Capel - made the assertion that the Emu Downs 
Wind Farm was operating at only 20 per cent of capacity and therefore could not possibly be providing enough 
electricity to run the desalination plant. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Capel! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Is it not unbelievable that we have a group of grown men who cannot help themselves 
but behave like errant schoolboys.  It is amazing.  I thought it might be wise to try to check the veracity of the 
claim.  I checked with the Water Corporation and it had never heard of such a claim. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If people are prepared to come into the Parliament and tell blatant lies, do we have the 
right to find what the facts are before we respond?  We are in the habit now - 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  Premier, I do not actually know whether members on my left are interested 
in the answer but I gather from the members on my right and elsewhere in this chamber that they are.  Member 
for Capel and Leader of the Opposition, for your unparliamentary interjections you are called to order.  Premier, 
please continue. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The thing is that we can check these assertions.  I have checked with the Water 
Corporation and it has never heard such a thing.  We checked with the independent market operator, who said, 
“No, it is operating at 39 per cent of capacity.”   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We checked with Synergy and it had never heard of such a figure.  It is unbelievable 
that we have such ill-informed people who are prepared to enter into public debate.  Very frighteningly, one of 
them is a former minister.  That is unbelievable.  No wonder they are over there.  They should check with the 
owners. 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Member for Capel, listen to this, my friend.  We checked with the owners and 
operators of the Emu Downs Wind Farm and they had never heard that they were producing at only 20 per cent.  
They have provided a letter, which I understand they have also sent to the Leader of the Opposition.  The letter 
starts - 

Dear Premier - 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Capel! 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  How do these people get elected?  Seriously.  The member opposite is the most 
immature representative that has sat in this place for a long time. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  Members do not do this Parliament any justice with that sort of behaviour. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The letter is from the owners and operators of the Emu Downs Wind Farm.  It states - 

Dear Premier 

In a statement released yesterday by the Shadow Environment Spokesman, Dr Steve Thomas, incorrect 
claims were made regarding the power generation of the Emu Downs Wind Farm.   

For your information, for the 12 months finished 30 June 2007, Emu Downs generated above its 
budgeted average capacity of 37%.   

Dr Thomas yesterday claimed that Emu Downs was “operating at an average of 20 per cent of 
maximum capacity”.   

We have contacted the office of the Leader of the Opposition to seek to clarify the statement. 

Yours sincerely 

Wayne Trumble 

Executive General Manager -Power Generation 

The Griffin Group 

On Tuesday the member for Capel rose to his feet and made a completely false assertion and accused me of 
misleading people.  Within the space of a couple of hours we have been able to check the veracity of the 
assertion and found it to be completely and utterly false.  How does a person get away with doing that?  Last 
night some of the media ran the claim.  What is the story?  Is the story the assertion that was made yesterday or 
is the story the reliability and truthfulness of a person who is a senior member of the opposition in this 
Parliament?  The member for Capel should tell us now where he got the information that he asserted as fact 
yesterday.  He should never mind licking his lips with nerves.  Yesterday the member for Capel - the spotlight is 
on him and the Leader of the Opposition - made an entirely false statement.  Where did he get the information?   

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is just incredible to me that we have this level of honesty or expertise or character 
sitting in the Western Australia Parliament.  Have we got a story on our hands that says that the member for 
Capel has blatantly lied about that piece of information?  Have we got a story on our hands that the Leader of the 
Opposition blatantly lied about the same bit of information? 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I know this is a bit of a heated debate but it is unparliamentary in this place to say to 
any particular member that he has blatantly lied.  That statement should be withdrawn. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  I did not say that. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members!  The Leader of the Opposition is called to order again.  I am on my feet.  
There was no direct accusation and there is no point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Has the Premier completed his answer? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  “Comprehension and comment” used to be the test when I was at school.  Here we 
have it: back-to-back contracts.  The Water Corporation entered into a contract - I saw it yesterday; I read it - 
with Synergy, or Western Power as it was, for the provision of wind-generated power to run the desalination 
plant, which would be provided by the Emu Downs Wind Farm.  That is what happened. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Cottesloe! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will leave it at that.  I would say in a word - exposed!  The member for Capel has 
been exposed for what he is and the member for Cottesloe is exposed for what he is.  It is inconceivable that a 
person could be so ignorant and yet have been an energy minister in this state. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 26 September 2007] 

 p5815c-5817a 
Mrs Judy Hughes; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Max Trenorden 

 [3] 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You have been caught out. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have been caught out?  Is there some Orwellian parallel universe that they live in?  
They have been shown to be deliberately misleading people and they then respond by saying, “You have been 
caught out.”  It is quite incredible that this is the sort of quality that we are being faced with across the chamber.   
 


